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FOREWORD

by Hia Excellency Sardsr Faiz Muhammad Khan Falsi, Kebul
{Facgimile)
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HE IS

1 havg gone through the history of "Ahmad ShEh Babd wrilien
in English by the honoured scholar Sarder Ganda Singh, In my opinion
the narration of events Is faithfil and foultless, and is fvee frum seper-
fluities and objectionable matter. Whatever s written in the original
mmaterial and gources of thiz book hae been faithfully recorded hero.
The author has taken great pains (o express hiz fine toste and genius
in o charming and beautiful siyvle snd, in wriling such a hislory of
the Afghans as 1his, he has placed us, the people of Afghenistan, undex
a debi of gratitude.

Yaka-tot, Kabul,
Mizan 1, 1331 H. (Sh.) Falzl Kabuli
[September 28, 1832]



FREFACE

It would perhaps look strange for a Sikh to write so
enthusiastically of an Afghan hero. An average student of
history knows the Sikhs and the Afghans only as antagonists,
meeting in the battle-field with swords drawn in relentless
hostility. But to those who have koown them more inti-
mately, they would appear to possess many a similar fea-
ture of character. They are alike in physical build, mental
attitude and natural tendencies. Both are unsophisticated,
rough and vigorous, beating the ploughshare into a sword
when the occasion demands it. As the narrative of Ahmad
Shah Durrani's life, apart from his efforts at unifying and
. consolidating the Afghan territories, deals mostly with the
Afghan-Sikh struggle for supremacy in the Panjab, a Sikh
alone can best understand and appreciate the traits and
aspirations of the Afghan empire-builder in the eighteenth
cenfury when his own forefathers too had embarked on a
similar career.

It was some twenty-five years ago that, in the course of
my researches in the eighteenth-century history of Northern
India, Ahmad Shah Durrani first struck me as a great his-
torical figure of Central Asia. T had been born and brought
up in prejudices against him and had heard of him only as
a robber chief who swooped down upon India for plunder
and carried away to Afghanistan tons of Indian gold and
thousands of Hindu slaves. But the more [ read of him, the
more impressed I became with traits of his greatness
irresistibly presenting themselves to my mind. To me he ap-
peared to be as great as, if not greater than, Nadir Shah of
Iran, of whom I had studied a great deal during my stay in
that country and during my association with the late Sir
Arnold T. Wilson when he was compiling his Biblingraphy of
Persig in the nineteen-twenties. In vain did I look for a com-
prehensive bingraphy of Ahmad Shah. 1 was surprised that he
bhad not received sufficient attention from schelars and writers
and that he had not been given hiz merited place as a great
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congueror and administrator and, above all, az the resusci-
tator and deliverer, if not the founder, of a great Asian
nation.

1 am glad I have been able to render some service to
the history of the Alghans by writing this long-overdue bio-
graphy and making a beginning, however humble, in research
in the history of modern Afghanistan. This Life of Ahmad
Shah iz a plain unvarnished account of the strenuous career
of a supreme represeniative of the simple and brave people
of unsophisticated Afghamistan as it was in the ecighteenth
century. 1 have striven herein to rescue the fair name of
the great man from the weight of the oblogquy under which
it bad lain so long, entombed by the lava-floods of religious
and racial prejudices of both the Indisns and the Iranis.

While trying to produce a portrait of Ahmad Shah such
as shall do justice to his great gualities, I have done nothing
to hide or explain away the weaknesses which he had in
common with his [ellowmen. Of course, it would be unfair
to judge him by the standards of to-day. I shall feel richly
repaid for my labours in the preparation of this work if,
through it, Alymad Shah's figure regains some of ils real cha-
racter.

The task of wriling a biography of Ahmad Shah pre-
sents special difficultices. In the first place, there is a great
dearth of authentic records of hiz activities. Secondly, his
military operations and conguests were spread over several
counirica, and the accounts of his exploits abroad, written
in different languages, lie scattered far and wide. Most of
the material on Ahmad Shah's life is in the Persian language
in old manuseripts, in search of which I had to undertake
extensive toura throughout the country for about three
montha every wyear froom 1933 to 1946. I have ransacked
almost all important lbrarvies in India, including those at
Lahore, Amritsar, Kapurthala, Patiala, Decband, Delhi, Ram-
pur {U.P.), Aligarh, Lucknow, Banaras, Bankipore (Patna),
Caleutta, Hyderabad (Deccan), Poona, Bombay and Dhulia.
There is hardly any Ferzian manuseript on the subject that
1 have not consulted. Of those not awvailable in India, I
obtained rotograph coples from the British Museum and






